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 Increasing polarization  has led our government to stop working for us the way 1

that it’s designed to work. Without the ability to agree on basic facts, our government
loses its ability to make decisions— from Congress to City Council, polarized beliefs
about reality keep us trapped in a permanent stalemate. Radicalism took over the 
broad majority of the political right and led to the degradation of the White House and
an onslaught of assaults against our Constitution. Radicalism is beginning to rear its
ugly head in the farthest corners of the left (not to be confused with social democrats, or
even democratic socialists), and new forms of authoritarianism loom on the 
horizon. Radicals are people who don’t just want society to change for the better;
radicals reject the very principles that give our nation its identity— the principles of
liberalism. 

Since its invention, liberalism has been made up of four key beliefs: 
1. people should live their own lives as they see fit (individualism ), 
2. all people are equal (egalitarianism ), 
3. rights, equality, and freedom belong to every person, no matter who 

they are (universalism ), 
4. society can and should be constantly improved (meliorism ).2

Discourse has moved away from these foundational principles, and average 
Americans are spending increasing amounts of time on social media, interacting 3

more and more with the world through screens rather than face-to-face. This puts us
all in danger of beginning to think that reality is exactly as our phone depicts it. 

From the Editor’s desk



 Consciously, we know reality is more nuanced than social media depicts, but 
algorithms work hard to make sure that we only see what confirms our beliefs about
the world or about our political enemies. Our subconscious assumptions about reality
are being deliberately polarized for corporate screentime engagement metrics. 

Hence, the Dialogue returns to print with the express goal of inviting the 

Liberalism is a very broad political philosophy. It reaches from Coos County 
Indivisible’s meetings all the way to County Commissioner John Sweet’s desk
(whether he adopts the term or not). It is not exclusive to Democrats, and it is neither
fully right nor fully left. It is the path back to working together to govern our county,
our state, and our nation effectively, because it unites so many different groups of
people under the beliefs that founded America. 

It’s time to fight polarization in Coos County. 
It’s time to speak, to write, and to read. 

community to slow down, to engage in good faith with their neighbors’ beliefs, and to
wrestle with the facts of life as we live it here in Coos County, Oregon. Editorial staff
has agreed to accept in-kind donations of paper and ink from the Coos County
Democratic Party, not because the Dems have anything to say to Coos County, but
because liberals of all kinds should be telling the Democrats what to do with all
their existing political infrastructure.This publication maintains journalistic
independence from the Coos County Democratic Party, and will gladly print articles
both critical and laudatory of the Coos Dems. For today, this publication lauds the 
Coos Dems not only for supplying the paper and ink this magazine is printed on, but
also for understanding that it’s time for them to listen more closely to the voices 
willing to speak up in Coos County. 





7.and to reduce barriers to the construction of ADUs, manufactured homes, and
other alternative forms of housing.















—Bandon Dems Meeting: 11am, 4  Thurs of the Month, Odd Fellows Hallth

—Progressive Community Conversation: 5pm, Gloria Dei Lutheran

—Central Committee Meeting: 5pm, 4  Tuesday of the Month, CBPLth

—Environmental Book Club (4pm) and Caucus Meeting (5pm), 7Devils (OG);

—Coquille Valley Dems Meeting: 5pm, 1  Tuesday, Corner Bar & Grillst

—ENDORSEMENT MEETING: 5:30pm, 3427 Ash St, North Bend
—Boardwalk Rally: 12pm-2pm, 1  and 3  Saturdaysst rd

—Dems’ Book Club: 2  Thurs, 3pm, NBPL: reading Utopia for Realistsnd

reading something

—Thirsty Thursday: 5:30pm, 7Devils (OG)

—OBAB litter pickup! 9:45am, SWOCC Campus Trails
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